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movie from 22 links. One of the more annoying problems I see in
contemporary theology is the failure to make enough room for the
diversity of voices in our faith community. The pastoral and educational
role of the church has for too long focused almost solely on individuals
who have been chosen and influenced by the organized evangelical
community. Every once in awhile we get some amazing stories of an
individual becoming a productive member of a local church with no
connection to formal Christian education or church organization, or
another who also has no formal education but has become a respected
leader within the local community. There is an interesting evangelical
“movement” going on, and I find it inspiring. There is now a group of
pastors and church leaders who are moving away from an emphasis on
what they are doing, or who they are to a focus on what the Kingdom of
God is doing. This is best seen in their abandonment of the idea of a
“church plant” and a focus on the spiritual gifts. While they do not reject
these, they move away from a spiritual gifts focus toward a focus on the
Kingdom of God, and on how to serve the needy community around them.
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They may not be “evangelicals” in the sense that we know them, but they
are trying to serve the people of God with the gifts God has given them. I
recommend that anyone interested in pursuing similar strategies keep an
eye on these guys. When everything is about you, and your style, it’s hard
to go out and help others. So, what should we look for? Short answer:
Keep on looking for Jesus in others. Longer answer: Let’s walk through a
few examples: M.V. Thomas – Almost all of the time I read of pastors who
have become involved in community development I hear that they want to
be involved in the community because of the need for the
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